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2644.   To JOHN

DEAE SlK,                                   Strawberry Hill, Aug. 14, 1788.

The new regulation of the post proves very inconvenient
to this little district; for it arrives and departs again in
half an hour; so that having a visit when I received your
letter yesterday, I could not possibly answer it then, nor
can I write now expeditiously, as for these thirteen days
I have had a third fit of the gout in my left arm and hand,
and can barely hold the paper.

Your intelligence of the jubilees to be celebrated in
Scotland in honour of the Eevolution was welcome indeed,
It is a favourable symptom of an age when its festivals are
founded on good sense and liberality of sentiment, and not
to perpetuate superstition and slavery. Your countrymen,
Sir, have proved their good sense, too, in their choice of
a poet. Your writings breathe the noble generous spirit
congenial to the institution. Give me leave to say, that it
is very flattering to me to have the ode communicated to
me: I will not say, to be consulted, for of that distinction
I am not worthy: I am not a poet, and am sure I cannot
improve your ideas, which you have expressed witlrpropriety
and clearness, the necessary ingredients of an address to
a populous meeting; for I doubt our numerous audiences
are not arrived at Olympic taste enough to seize with
enthusiasm the eccentric flights of Pindar. You have taken
a more rational road to inspiration, by adhering to the
genuine topics of the occasion; and you speak in so manly
a style, that I do not believe a more competent judge could
amend your poetry. I approve it so much, that if you com-
manded me to alter it, I would alter but one word, and
would insert but one more. In the second stanza, for
Here ever gleam9d the patriot sword,other dear friends that at last it got into the
